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The National Lottery Community Fund 
People and Communities Grant Announcement
Date: 14 August 2019
Number of grants: 6
Total Awarded: £727,496
	Project


	Location
	Grant Summary
	Grant amount

	Friends of Antrim Castle Gardens
	Antrim and Newtownabbey
	The three-year Gardening for All project is improving health and well being and reducing isolation and loneliness for adults and older people in the Antrim area. The members are all volunteers who could face a range of issues including a physical or mental health diagnosis, bereavement, unemployment or caring responsibilities. The project is using the £63,400 grant to provide structured group and informal drop-in sessions for existing and new members. Sessions bring people together while taking part in activities including vegetable growing, garden design and craft activities. There are also opportunities for volunteering at community events in the gardens, hosting tours, and attending external events such as craft fairs. Horticulturists are running the sessions and supporting the volunteers.
	£63,400

	Sailortown Regeneration Group
	Belfast
	The St Joseph’s Community Hub project is using a £184,928 grant to re-open the derelict St Joseph’s church in Sailortown, north Belfast, as a community hub. Over two years, part of the funding is being used for essential maintenance such as roof flashing, heating and toilets, to make the building safe and suitable for community activities. New staff are coordinating the renovation and setting up a programme of community activities in the hub, including young people’s creative art, parents/grandparents meet ups, older people activities, ex-seamen’s sessions and social events. They are also setting up a plan to develop the building further and fully refurbish it as part of a wider strategic plan for the area. 

	£184,928

	SOS N.I.
	Belfast
	The three year SOS Creating Safe Spaces project is working in Belfast to support vulnerable people on the streets on Friday and Saturday nights, including people affected by homelessness, mental illness, addiction and other issues. They are using the £199,785 grant to expand their current services, including offering crisis support for people who are immediately at risk. The project will also refer people to longer term care and support. Volunteers will be given in-depth training on issues including suicide prevention, safe-guarding children and adults, drugs awareness and first aid, and training from the PSNI on issues around sexual assault and human trafficking. The project will also strengthen existing relationships and establish new ones with public bodies and community organisations to share learning and resources.
	£199,785

	Drumragh Evergreen Senior Citizens Club
	Fermanagh and Omagh
	The Drumragh Evergreen Senior Citizens Club Project in Omagh is using £24,000 over five years to run monthly meals and activities for their members. This includes presentations and demonstrations on topics chosen by the members, a Christmas lunch and outings. The club is also providing a programme of training and demonstrations on basic skills including financial management and catering, information technology, with an emphasis on cybercrime and online scams. 
	£24,000

	Multiple Sclerosis Society
	Mid and East Antrim
	The Multiple Sclerosis Society is using a £155,973 grant over two years to run their Mind My MS project to support people with the condition in Mid and East Antrim. The project is creating nine community cafe groups for people with MS to come together, build relationships and share their experiences. The groups, which are being organised and run by volunteers, will meet in cafes and other venues across Mid and East Antrim. The project also includes counselling and mindfulness activities to help people cope with the emotional and psychological impact that MS can have. 
	£155,973

	Davina’s Ark
	Newry, Mourne and Down, Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon
	Davina's Ark supports people affected by addiction and their families in Newry and the surrounding areas. They also work to reduce the stigma associated with addiction. They are using a £99,410 grant over two years to run addiction recovery programmes. This includes both men and women only support groups, and education programmes to increase awareness and educate people to better understand addiction. They are also running a family education and support programme to help families of people with addiction, and weekly sessions for people who are new to recovery and those who have been in recovery for a longer time. These sessions include support groups and one-to-one counselling sessions.
	£99,410


